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FEATURES - INDUSTRY NEWS

Moved by children with life-threatening illnesses, City Beautiful Landscaping’s
Rusty Woodall created a vacation oasis for these families so they can leave their
troubles at home.

JULIE EVANS
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Four years ago, Rusty Woodall, president of City
Beautiful Landscaping in Orlando, Fla., had one of
those “a-ha” moments that changed his life.
During a meeting with the men’s group in his
church, the conversation turned to the subject of

. : “giving.” Woodall realized he wasn’t doing enough
'"SP'fel! to help others. In that moment, he decided he
"nnov_.a‘h‘o"s would donate more money and landscape

— services to organizations in need.

“When God wants to get your attention, he gets
it,” says Woodall. “And that’'s what happened to
me. He put something in front of me, and | said, ‘Wow! | can’t ignore this.”

With a loving family, growing landscape irrigation and maintenance company and
a fledgling tree farm, Woodall knew his own life was blessed, and he wanted to
start giving back.

At the request of friends, he visited what would become one of his favorite
charities, Give Kids the World, a non-profit organization that provides a vacation
oasis for the families of children with life-threatening illnesses. Woodall still gets
tears in his eyes every time he visits this “village” community in Central Florida.

“I was so moved by the stories | heard and what | saw that | couldn’t do enough,”
he says. “The organization provides everything for the families, from the time they
reach the airport until they return home. | think this helps lift a big burden off
families’ shoulders. For one week, they can leave their troubles at home.”

To pitch in, City Landscaping installed sprinkler systems and provided
landscaping around some of the newly built guest houses on the property. On
volunteer days, Woodall brings his crew to pull weeds, spread mulch and care for
the grounds. “I hope to lead by example,” says Woodall, who pays his crew
members when the company donates services. “| don’t require anyone to
volunteer, but | hope that someday, they'll realize the benefits and do it on their

own.

Although Woodall's decision to give more to charity was motivated by personal
beliefs and not by business decisions, the increased giving has resulted in new
business. Give Kids the World recently hired City Landscaping to provide weekly
maintenance. Woodall says he’ll continue to volunteer his company’s time, when
asked.
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In other charitable efforts, Woodall's company has supplied labor and materials to
a women’s shelter and donated money to a mission group in South America. I
give based on what feels right to me. | don’t actively go out and look for
charities,” says Woodall. “If a charity has good leadership and you know they’re
spending money the right way, then it just feels right,” he says.

Woodall's ultimate goal is to give 10 percent of his company’s profits to charity
per year. He expects nothing in return but “God blesses those who tithe,” he
says.

“God owns everything and we're just managing his resources,” Woodall says. “If
you're faithful with the resources he entrusts to you, then he’s going to entrust
even more to you in the future.” |
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